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VERY FIRST BOATMASTER’S
LICENSES HAVE BEEN ISSUED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE DECISION
OF THE SAVA COMMISSION

In April 2009, the Republic of Croatia has begun with issu-
ance of the boatmasters’ licenses for the Sava River in ac-
cordance with the Decision 32/07 on adoption of Rules on
i ol v . - . Minimum Requirements for the Issuance of Boatmaster’s
R L T R L R . ; ' Licenses on the Sava River Basin. The licenses are issued
' AL . by the port master offices for inland waterways by means
of software application adapted for issuance of the licens-
es. These present the very first licenses issued in accor-
dance with the said Decision of the Sava Commission,
and the latest information quote
that Bosnia and Herzegovina
and Serbia are also undergoing
their preparations for issuance of
the new boatmasters’ licenses.




DEAR READERS,

Given the ongoing organization of the forthcoming 2
Meeting of the Parties to the Framework Agreement on
the Sava River Basin (FASRB), to be held on June 1*
2009, in Belgrade, I am pleased to take this opportu-
nity and provide my contribution to the third issue of the
SAVANewsFlash.

Four years have already passed since the Sava
Commission commenced with its activities. Initial
years of work have been focused on establishment of
the working bodies, conceptualization of further work
and setting the grounds for realization of comprehensive
activities in the basin.

Activities of the Sava Commission and its expert
bodies have been harmonized with the activities in the
member countries to a very high extent, and their joint
goal is strengthening of the integrated water manage-
ment, preservation of the environment and establish-
ment of safe navigation on the Sava River. This refers
to harmonization of legislation, capacity building for
purpose of implementation of laws and planning in the
specified areas, as well as to preparation of grounds
for investments and mobilization of resources for re-
alization of projects. These activities also include as-
sistance to our countries in the process of accession to
European Union, namely to Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Croatia and Serbia.

Adoption of the outstanding protocols, which are to
regulate water management issues in the Sava River
Basin, are of special significance for the Republic of
Serbia. Serbia is the last downstream country in the ba-
sin and, therefore, protection against detrimental effects
of waters — floods is of high importance, as well as the
water quality protection, especially having in mind that
the inhabitants of the cities along the Sava River are be-
ing supplied with the water from the Sava alluvium (i.e.
Sremska Mitrovica, Sabac, Belgrade, etc.).

I would especially underline that the ministries and
organizations responsible for issues originating from
the scope of work of the Sava Commission have been
actively involved in realization of its activities, and
they continuously invest additional efforts in order to
contribute to realization of the joint outcome — the de-
velopment of the Republic of Serbia, and, complemen-
tary, of the Sava River Basin, by means of adoption and

implementation of the
sectoral strategies.
Last year, in June,
on the Workshop held
in Belgrade under the
Sava Day 2008 cele- o
bration, the high-qual- .
ity draft Strategy on
Implementation of the
FASRB was finalized
with active involve-
ment of all respective
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stakeholders from the T
Sava countries and,
later on, adopted by
the Sava Commission.

Aleksandar Prodanovié,
Deputy Chairman of the Sava Commission

Director of the Republic Water Directorate,

Enforcement of the Strategy
shall ensure the necessary
prerequisites for reinstating
the Sava River Waterway into the highly significant
fairway — environmentally friendly and safe for naviga-
tion. Principal activities in the water management area
in the forthcoming period will involve: development
of the Sava River Basin Management Plan, with ac-
companying Programme of Measures, and preparation
of the Flood Risk Management Plan. A very first result
of the undergoing development of the Management
Plan — Characterization of the Sava River Basin is in
its final stage.

Meanwhile, the commission has passed numerous de-
cisions related to navigation safety; the first results on
waterways marking are already notable, but we are still
awaiting many activities in order to meet all require-
ments relating to the navigation safety — as one of the
terms for development of the region.

Hopefully, we will successfully continue our activi-
ties within the Sava Commission with joint forces, and
in interest of the citizens living on and from the Sava
River, and our SAVANewsFlash will keep on allying us
and providing the information about values of the Sava
River Basin and results that we achieve on our way to-
ward improvement of the living conditions, people’s
work and preservation of the ecosystem in the Sava
River Basin.

Ministry of agriculture, forestry and water
management of the Republic of Serbia
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According to Article 14 of
the Framework Agreement
on the Sava River Basin
(FASRB), the Meeting of
the Parties is foreseen to
be held at least once every
two years with the aim to
review the work and ac-
tions of the Sava Commis-
sion, make decisions based
on proposals and recom-
mendations of the Sava
Commission, consider and
adopt proposals of new
protocols and amendments
to the FASRB, and consid-
er and undertake any addi-
tional actions that may be
required for fulfilment of
purposes of the FASRB.

ollowing the outcome from the

First Meeting of the Parties held
on June 1, 2007, in Zagreb, the host
country of the Second Meeting of the
Parties is the Republic of Serbia, and
the Meeting will be held in Belgrade,
on June 1, 2009.

The forthcoming Second Meeting
of the Parties is an opportunity for
riparian states to asses the activities
in implementation of the FASRB
in past two years, determine further
steps necessary for achievement of
the agreed goals of common interest
and agree upon additional activities
in respect of realization of purpose
of the FASRB.

At the 1% Meeting of the Parties,
attended by high officials of the four
countries, accent was given to the
Declaration, strengthening the basis
for and defining directions of future
work of the Sava Commission, and
to the adopted Methodology of per-
manent monitoring of implementa-
tion of the FASRB, introducing a set

of principles to ensure transparency in the FASRB imple-

mentation, as well as a reporting mechanism harmonized

with the reporting obligations of the Parties arising from

other international agreements. The reporting mechanism,

introduced by the Methodology, was further developed in

this period through the respective Guidelines defined by the

Sava Commission, and launched by preparation of the First

Country Reports on Implementation of the FASRB and their

submission to the Sava Commission by the Parties. First

Country Reports involve the legislative, regulatory and other

measures that they have taken to implement the provisions

of the FASRB, and their practical implementation. It should

the Parties represent a valuable input to the Sava
Commission in preparation of the comprehensive Report
addressing the main issues relevant for implementation
of the FASRB, achieved progress, significant trends and
challenges that have been perceived, and the work of the
Sava Commission.

Even though the FASRB establishes good grounds of
cooperation in the region in regard to waters in very am-
bitious and comprehensive manner, its implementation is
very demanding and requires a lot of harmonised activi-
ties. Nevertheless, the two-year reporting period witnessed
a considerable progress in implementation of the FASRB,
providing first remarkable results towards the achievement
of'its principal goals, namely the establishment of the inter-
national navigation regime on the Sava river and its navi-
gable tributaries, and progress towards establishment of
sustainable water management in the Sava river basin. The
forthcoming 2" Meeting of the Parties is an opportunity for
further analysis and settlements for improvement of coop-
eration in the Sava River Basin region.

Following the FASRB stipulating several areas that
should be covered by additional protocols and conclusions
from the 1 Meeting of the Parties underlining the sig-
nificance of development of protocols, activities related to
their development were intensified in the past period. After
having discussed the draft text of the protocols at the Sava
Commission sessions (and previously at the meetings of its
expert groups), the Meeting on final harmonisation of the
text of draft Protocol on prevention of water pollution caused
by navigation to the FASRB was held in Zagreb on March
24-25,2009. Depending on completion of the procedures re-
quired by national legislation of the Parties related to signing
of the international agreements, the protocol is planned to be
signed on the 2" Meeting of the Parties.

Conclusively, the outcomes of the forthcoming 2™
Meeting of the Parties will serve as important guidelines
for strengthening the basis for further improvement of im-
plementation of the FASRB and for defining the directions
of future work of the Sava Commission.

also be noted that implementation of the FASRB presents
the enforcement of the Strategy on implementation of the
FASRB, which has been further developed and adopted by
the Sava Commission in the reporting period.

The

Melita Zizanovié-Dakic,
Special Advisor for Legal and General Affairs,

Secretariat of the Sava Commission

information and standpoints provided by



WATER QUALITY IN UPPER AND

CENTRAL SECTION OF THE BOSNA RIVER BASIN

SAVANEeEwsFLASH

(Physico-chemical and microbiological examinations)

he examinations represent resumption of formerly

regular water quality controls across the Bosna river
basin ever since 1963. In the period from 1992 to 2005,
these examinations were suspended owing to war, and, sub-
sequently, a need for rehabilitation of hydraulic facilities
and laboratory capacities fitted to perform examinations,
that were destroyed during the war.

The examinations of surface waters on the territory of
the FBiH are also conducted in the river basins of Vrbas,
Una, Sana and Drina, but the control of Bosna river basin
is of extreme importance since it is one of the most sig-
nificant tributaries of the Sava River, especially in envi-
ronmental terms.

The Bosna river basin covers the central part of Bosnia;
surface of the basin is 10,457 km?, out of which this paper
covers analyses performed in the upper and central section
of the basin, from the river mouth to the city of Doboj. The
Bosna river spring is a very karst spring located in the bed
of the Igman Mountain. The important right tributaries of
the Bosna river are: Zeljeznica, Miljacka, Josanica (rather
on pollution grounds than water quantity brought into the
Bosna river), Stavnja, Krivaja and Spreca, while left tribu-
taries are: Zujevina, Fojnica, Lasva and Usora.

Water regime of the Bosna river includes pluvial
snowdrifts with high waters in spring stemming from
the snow melting, and somewhat smaller autumn flows
resulting from intense precipitation and minor summer
and winter flows.

The ratio between the available waters and a size of
population for the Bosna river basin is significantly unfa-
vourable. The Bosna river basin takes 20.4% of the BiH
territory, where around 40% of the overall population lives,
while only 14.1% of the total water quantity is discharged
from that area. Due to inadequate pre-treatment of the util-
ity waste waters, primarily the urban areas of: Sarajevo,
Visoko, Zenica and Tuzla, the considerable organic ballast
of Bosna river has been determined, owing to which the
Bosna river has the poorest water quality of all controlled
basins in the FBiH. Industrial waste waters in the Bosna
river basin have taken approximately 78% of the waste
substances source compared with the entire BiH in pre-war
period, while the Sarajevo, Zenica and Tuzla regions had a
dominant influence. The researches of impact of the tech-
nological waste waters in 2008 have shown that the Tuzla
industrial pool is currently the biggest polluter. Due to this
fact, the waters in the Spreca basin have had extremely
worst quality in 2008 across the entire examined territory
of the FBiH.

Owing to the above mentioned reasons (size of popula-
tion and concentration of the industry in the basin, as well

Water Laboratory at the ,,Agency for the Sava
River Basin area® Sarajevo is performing regu-
lar tests of the quality of surface water of upper

and central section of the Bosna river basin, that
is in the area of the Federation of Bosnia and

Herzegovina (FBiH) since 2006.

as the reception capacity of water recipient), the examina-
tion of the physico-chemical and microbiological char-
acteristics of the surface water quality was performed in
2008 in the Bosna river basin covering almost 45 measure-
ment sites divided in three test series, that is in two series
of the sapro-biological tests (performed by the Faculty for
Natural Sciences and Mathematics at the University of
Sarajevo, Department for Biology, that provide somewhat
better overview of the tested waters but are not subject of
this overview).

In line with the existing ,,Decree on categorization of
the watercourses* (BiH Official Gazette, No. 2/67) and
,Decree on classification of waters with trans-republic wa-
tercourses, inter-national waters and Yugoslavia seashore
waters® (SFRY Official Gazette, No. 6/78), the conditional
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(somewhat more precise) assessment of the state of the test-

ed waters was performed on grounds of the results obtained

from the physico-chemical and microbiological tests:

The explanation of the mentioned conditional criteria,

aimed at achieving as exact gradation as possible:

good condition — values of all tested parameters at
all test series, for which there is the DK values, are
within permitted values,

relatively good condition — values of only certain
parameters, for which we have the MDK values, in-
significantly exceeds the permitted value,

poor condition — values of several parameters, for
which we have the MDK values, exceed the permit-
ted value to certain extent,

highly poor condition — values of several param-
eters, for which we have the MDK values, exceed
the permitted value for the IV (or V) class, that is
“out of class”.

This analysis does not include the test results of some
specific quality parameters (PAH, PCB, VOC and OCP)
since preliminary tests were done in 2008, and those should

be verified through several future test series, especially due

to the fact that the required MDK values were rather low.

Highly poor condition was determined at the following

measurement sites:

required II class: Lukavicki potok — river mouth,
Oskova — river mouth, Spreca — upstream from
Modrac and JoSanica — river mouth,

requested III class: Jala — river mouth, Sprec¢a —

Puraci¢, Miljacka — river mouth, Bosna — Reljevo,
Spreca — river mouth.
e e Compared with the previous years of testing,
there are no major differences. The water qual-
ZUJEVINA — RIVER MOUTH m-n - n-n 1 ity of the river Oskova was tested for the first
TELIEINICA — SPRING I-1l Il | |
CRNA RUEKA — RIVER MOUTH -l | | I
BUELA RUEKA — RIVER MOUTH | | | Il
ZeUENIC — KRUPAC ROCKS -1l -l -l Il
ZELIEINICA — RIVER MOUTH -l -1 1i-n Il

time this year, namely at its estuary in the river
Spreca. Assumption was verified that this river is
the main cause of the major organic and inorganic
pollution, which can be registered at the measure-
ment site Spreca — upstream from Modrac lake,

M--_-n-
1 | | | I

2 Bosa — Rimski most 1I-1 111 1-1 |

3

4

5

6

7

8

9 BoSNA — DOWNSTREAM FROM ZELIEZNICA AND ZUJEVINA -1l - 1I-1 Il .. .

that is in the very lake of Modrac. The cause is
10 MILACKA — RIVER MOUTH ') | >IV 11} he industrial and utili ity f h ;
IR =Ren SV SV SIV i the industria a.n’ : utility ac.t1V1ty rom the settle-
12| JOSANICA = RIVER MOUTH SIv SIv SIv Il ment ofv Banovi¢i and considerably less from the
13 BosNA — upsTREAM FROM MisocA -1l -1 -1 1l city of Zivinice.
14 Misoca — RIVER MOUTH 1-m 1 1 Il It needs to be stressed that generally speaking,
15 BosNA — UPSTREAM FROM STAVNJA 1] Il Ml Il the condition is rather poor, noting that the tests
16 STAVNIA — RIVER MOUTH Il i i Il were mainly performed at those measurement sites
17 BosHiA — DOWNSTREAW FROM STAVAIA i U i Il where increased pollution is expected. The tests of
18  DRAGACA — UPSTREAM FROM FaINICA II-l -l M-l Il . . . .

- the clear sectors of Bosna river and its tributaries

19  DRAGACA — DOWNSTREAM FROM FoINICA || ] [|B]] 1I-1 Il are performed occasionally with an aim to verify
20 ZELEZNICA — RIVER MOUTH IN FOINICCKA RIJEKA 11-111 1I-11 1-111 Il p ) ) yw o v
21 KRESEVKA — RIVER MOUTH IN LEPENICA m-n -1 - I the previously determined good condition.
22 LEPENICA — RIVER MOUTH IN FOINICKA RUEKA -l 1] 1] I
23 FOINICKA RUEKA — DOWNSTREAM FROM LEPENICA RIVER MOUTH 1 ]] [[] Il The table below gives an overview of the
24 FOINICA RIEKA — RIVER MOUTH IN BOSNA RIVER 11-111 1i-11 - ] OVERALL CLASSES, assessed on grounds of
25  BosNa — DowNsTREAM FROM VisoKO -1V -V 1-v 11} the results obtained from the physico-chemical
26 ZG0SCA ~ RIVER MouTH n-iv n-iv n-iv i and microbiological tests, against the requested
27 BosNA — uPSTREAM FROM ZGOSCA ] 1I-1v -1V 1l class. Bold letters represent those water quality
28 LASVA — RIVER MOUTH ] ]| || Il .

classes that fail to fit the requested class.
29 BOSNA — UPSTREAM FROM ZENICA -1l -1 Il 1l A drawine i ided te insicht
30 BosNA — DOWNSTREAM FROM ZENICA Hni-iv i-v Il 1l ) rawing lbj provided as a concrete mnsig
31 Boswa — upsteeaw From Zece IR -1 -1 i into the results in regard to the changes of results
32 BoSNA — DOWNSTREAM FROM ZAVIDOVICI 1111l M-I -1l 1l concerning some basic quality indicators, such as
33 STUPCANICA — RIVER MOUTH [I-1 II-l -l Il BPKS5 and dissoluted oxygen along the Bosna riv-
34 BI03TICA — RIVER MOUTH Il Il Il Il er, for the third serie of tests, in order to perceive
35 KRivasa — DownsTREAM FRoM OLovO |B]]] 1I-11 1111 Il the impact of the cities and tributaries better.
36 KRivasa — RIVER MOUTH 1 1- 1-l I The completed test of the surface waters across
37 Bosw — upstheam o MacLy -1l all -1l i the total of 45 measurement sites included the tests
38 Bosna — DowNsTREAM FROM MaGLAJ 1l I} Il 1l . . .

on the rivers in a spring, cleaner sector of the wa-
39 OSKOVA — RIVER MOUTH IN SPRECA >V >V >V Il ter flow i . df p h
40 Sereca — upsTREAM FRoM MoDRAC >V ) v Il ?r O“.’ 11 a minor SCOPG’ and focuse rlnor? on the
i | S — o N -V v -V Il sites with the expected increased pollution in order
42 JALA — RIVER MOUTH SIV SIV SIV n to determine the impact of the utility and industrial
43 LUKAVICKI POTOK — RIVER MOUTH SIV >IV >SIV ] waste waters. As expected, the overall results are
44 Sprech — Puracic >V >V >IV Il dissatisfactory.
45 SPRECA — RIVER MOUTH >V >IV >V 1l

The analysis of the results of physico-chem-



ical and microbiological tests of the
controlled waters established that the
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CHANGES OF THE DISSOLUTED OXYGEN IN THE BosNA RIVER BASIN wiTH MDK vaLues For I, Il anp [l cLass
(111 sErie, yEAR 2008)

requested quality had not been com- 1

pletely met at any of the measure-

A

ment sites, that is ,,a good condition®

. . 12
in all three series of tests. However,

bearing in mind some MDK values
10

Ax

AAM,«\/\,\,/‘\H

excess, it could be said that 16 con-
trolled measurement sites (approx.

35.6%) is in a “relatively good con-

dition*, while 20 measurement sites

\AVY VY
v

(approx. 44.4%) is in a “poor state®, 6
while “highly poor state” has been
registered at 9 measurement sites
(20%), where the values of several
quality parameters are set within IV )

or out of IV class.
The results of the tests carried out in

0

2008 in most of cases have verified the Q@ @ ‘

T SR

water quality condition established in
previous years of testing. A certain mi-
nor differences are a normal occurrence
since just three series of tests of the cur-
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rent samples have been done.

In 2008, for the first time, the tests
of the selected surface waters on pres-
ence of some specific organic pollut-
ers have been made: poly-aromatic

Cuanaes oF BPK5 on THE BosNa River BasiN witH MDK vaues For |, 11 anp 111 cuass (111 serie, vear 2008)

35
hydrocarbons (PAH), volatile organic

compounds (VOC), poly-chlorinated

30
biphenyl (PCB) and organo-chloride

pesticides (OCP), by which the in-

creased values of the OCP and PAH 5

have been determined mainly in the
Spreca river basin. Apart from this, the 20
year of 2008 saw for the first time the

15

tests of river sediments at 7 measure-
ment sites. As expected, the increased

concentrations of some tested polluters
have been detected at the measurement

10

sites where the water quality was the 5

poorest. We should stress that those

were preliminary tests of the listed spe-

OW’

cific polluters in both the water and the
sediment that need to be verified by fu-
ture planned tests.

Observing the overall quality state
established at surface waters on basis
of the physico-chemical and bacte-
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riological tests, it was, again, veri-

fied this year that the utility waste waters, apart from
industrial ones in the area of Tuzla, and to a less extent
Sarajevo and Zenica, mostly contribute to a relatively
poor condition. Apart from larger number of annual test
series, the unique analysis of the state of the water flow
quality should dispose of adequate cadastre of polluters,
that is a sufficient number of measurements of quantity
and quality of industrial and utility waste waters flowing
into the water flows, which was not the case with the
applied monitoring in 2008, nor in previous years. The
applied manner solely establishes the consequences, not

the causal relationship.

At the end, the results of the tests of all water flows
across the FBiH have shown that the state determined veri-
fied the poorest state in the controlled Bosna river basin, as
expected, owing to the concentration of the biggest utility
and industrial polluters. Therefore, it is necessary to under-
take the widest safeguards possible in that area.

Goran Mirkovi¢,
Head of the Water Laboratory,
“Agency for the Sava river basin” Sarajevo
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HISTORY OF DEVELOPMENT
OF THE RIVER INFORMATION SERVICES
IN THE SAVA RIVER BASIN

River Information
Services (RIS), nowa-
days, present the indis-
pensable component
of safe navigation on
inland waterways. By
all means, their devel-

opment has been, and
still is, accompanied by
various difficulties on
European level. How-
ever, those difficulties
are especially noticeable
in non-EU countries.

IS development in the Sava

iver Basin (in the Parties to the
Framework Agreement on the Sava
River Basin) is actually, at the moment,
confined to the Republic of Croatia and
Republic of Serbia.

Concrete RIS development on European
level has de facto commenced with
COMPRIS (Pan-European project, started
in year 2002, and ended in year 2005, fo-
cused on RIS development and implemen-
tation, and financed by DG TREN), but,
unfortunately, amongst 44 partners in the
process, there was no room for possible
partners from Croatia and Serbia, since the
latter were not eligible for participation in
the project due to the requirements stipu-
lated under the tender procedure.

Providentially, the RIS importance and
need to implement it on entire Danube

River flow, as well as the potential in the
countries that were not eligible to participate in COMPRIS,
have been recognized. Accordingly the activities, which will
result in staggering RIS expansion in Croatia and Serbia and
utterly unexpectedly enable great contribution to populariza-
tion, development and implementation of RIS on European-
wide extent, have been launched.

Holder of the initial promotion of RIS in Croatia and
Serbia is the Austrian Company Via-Donau, which com-
menced the more intensive promotion of RIS as a new tech-
nology in inland waterways in year 2001.

Inyear2001, in the contemporary Chamber of Commerce
of Yugoslavia, the Workshop was held in whiteness of
representatives of the respective ministries, river related
economy and faculties, whereof the organization concept
for development and promotion of inland navigation, the
RIS itself and its score in Austria was presented.

Although the basic idée was to foster organizations that
would deal with promotion and development of inland
navigation though concrete projects (such as CRORIS and
YURIS), the RIS development in Croatia and Serbia has
been conducted differently.

In fact, after the success of the Workshop, Via-Donau

organized quarterly trainings in years 2001 and 2002, on
which the RIS fundaments were presented to future hold-
ers of activities on RIS development in Croatia and Serbia,
who were, then, included into work the relevant RIS expert
groups. Epilogue of the training was establishment of orga-
nizations that would deal with development and promotion
of inland waterways — in Serbia the Danube Project Centre
(DPC) in end of 2003 and in Croatia the Centre for Inland
Navigation development (CRUP) in fall 2003.

Founders of DPC were respective institutional and econom-
ic actors (Chambers of Commerce, ministries of transport,
Port Panéevo, Free zone Belgrade, JRB and Vojvodina bank).
Along with other projects, until March 2005, DPC priorily
dealt with RIS. Main problems the DPC was facing with in the
RIS promotion were related to poor support of the respective
ministries and lack of awareness of the need for cooperation
among the key actors in the field of inland navigation. This,
along with management that has been increasingly orienting
to shipbuilding, has resulted in takeover of all activities related
to promotion and development of RIS in Serbia by “Plovput”
Belgrade (then the Federal Public Institution for Maintenance
and Development of navigation on inland waterways, nowa-
days the Directorate). By then, “Plovput” was dealing only
with one segment of RIS — the production of Electronic navi-
gation maps (ENC), since it was the proprietary of all neces-
sary data for ENC development, and also, at that moment, had
the educated staff (besides DPC).

Regardless of all problems, cooperation between DPC
and “Plovput” resulted in successful testing of the de-
veloped ENC, and set-up of the first AIS base station in
Belgrade.

Upon establishment of the RIS department in “Plovput”
in beginning of year 2005, first RIS Test Centre in Belgrade
has been, pretty soon, established, and, at the same time, the
development of complete ENC set for the Danube and Tisza
rivers has been launched, and in this way both rivers have
been covered with ENC in year 2006. Further development
of RIS was very intensive, so not only was the Danube’s
coverage by AIS base stations enlarged and the quantity and
quality of ENC has been improved, but some very active lob-
bying for financial support from the EU has taken place.

Meanwhile, CRUP, whose founders have been a rel-
evant institutional and economic actors (port administra-



tions, Port of Vukovar, Nautica Vukovar, Transit Osijek,
RTC Slavonski Brod, Brodska Posavina, Dunavski Lloyd),
has developed in different manner considering that the in-
stitutional support to CRUP was and still is very strong.
Although CRUP is under majority state property, it func-
tions independently of the state budget and is very market
competitive, but it’s still important to stress that the RIS
in Croatia is developed through cooperation of CRUP and
Agency for inland waterways from Vukovar.

CRUP, unlike the DPC, besides promotional, also has a
very strong development component, so that, nowadays, it
presents very respectable company in terms of RIS soft-
ware component. Besides the outstanding success in RIS
development, CRUP does not neglect the promotional com-
ponent of its performance within the inland waterways, so
that, in accordance with its founding goals, it develops and
implements projects in ports, among the shippers, freight
forwarders, shipping agents, transporters, and competent
authorities, especially those relating to logistics, transport
technologies, promotion, development and modernization
of inland waterways, and ports development in Croatia. It
also actively cooperates in all regional and international
initiatives, activities and projects.

In year 2006, CRUP established the Operational RIS Test
Centre located at Port Masters’ Office Vukovar, and in year
2007 the RIS Centre Vukovar under the Port Masters’ Office
Vukovar has been officially launched with the assigned ju-
risdiction over entire Croatian section of the Danube.

Intensive cooperation on RIS issues between “Plovput”
and CRUP (namely, Serbia and Croatia) originates from
year 2005, when “Plovput” has taken over the leading role
in RIS development in Serbia. Result of such cooperation
are (currently, and ultimately as well) RIS established in
Serbia and Croatia that are compatible and in accordance
with the RIS Directive.

As of year 2007, the cooperation has been priorily directed
to development of RIS in the region (although individually
active on international level as well — CRUP is in expansion
on European market, and “Plovput” is included in several
European projects), so that in year 2008 the Technical speci-
fication for RIS implementation on the Danube in Serbia, fi-
nanced by EU, has been completed. One of the beneficiaries is
“Plovput”, and CRUP has played very prominent role within
the consortium led by Via-Donau. At the moment (spring
2009), the Tender for RIS Implementation on the Danube in
Serbia is being in process, which presents exceptional success,
especially in comparison to achievements in downstream
Danubian countries that are EU members. It is
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TagLE 1. SWOT anaLysis For RIS IN THE SAvA RIVER BASIN COUNTRIES

STRENGTHS
% CENTRALIZED MANAGEMENT;
% HIGH QUALITY AND SPECIALIZED HUMAN RESOURCES; WEAKNESSES
% ADEQUATE INFRASTRUCTURE;
# INTEGRAL RIS THAT CAN KEEP IN TRACK OF FURTHER
DEVELOPMENT AND INNOVATIONS;
% FACILITATED OPERATIVE WORK AND MAINTENANCE
OF THE SYSTEM;
% PERCEIVING AND DEVELOPMENT OF PROPER PROJECTS.

OPPORTUNITIES
* FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE SYSTEM;
* APPROXIMATION OF THE REGION T0 EUROPEAN UNION AND THREATS
RESPECT FOR ITS RIS-RELATED POLICIES;
* PARTICIPATION IN DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURAL
PROJECT PARTIALLY FINANCED BY EU;
* NCREASE OF INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL COOPERATION;
# FAVOURABLE SITUATION ON EU MARKET.

# FINANCIAL CAPACITY, DEPENDENCY ON STATE BUDGET;
% ABSENCE OF HIGH QUALITY LOBBYING;
# UNDERDEVELOPED RIS-RELATED LEGISLATION.

* POORLY DEVELOPED INLAND NAVIGATION IN THE REGION;
* INSUFFICIENT USE OF POTENTIALS OF INLAND NAVIGATION;
* LACK OF PROFESSIONAL STAFF;

* NO AWARENESS OF COMMERCIAL USERS.

River (See text in SAVANewsFlash No.2 - Technology
enables progress by Zeljko Milkovié Deputy Secretary for
Navigation Secretariat of the Sava Commission) are being
additionally intensified (certain activities have already tak-
en place, but more in a manner of a side activities to those
performed on the Danube — development of ENC, partial
coverage by AIS base stations, etc.).

As Bosnia and Herzegovina lacks the experience in RIS pro-
motion and development, equal role in the Sava Commission’s
projects will surely assist to further expansion of RIS.

Preparatory activities on implementation of RIS on the
Sava River within the Sava Commission have mainly been
finished (4d-hoc Expert group for RIS is established, first
RIS standards have been adopted, tender documentation
for Detailed design and installation of prototype for RIS on
the Sava River has been prepared and the financial assets
insured), so it is expected that (if financial assets for that
phase are insured) RIS would be implemented on the Sava
River in forthcoming three-year period.

Experiences of Croatia and Serbia are of invaluable
importance.

Zoran Lukié,
Head of the RIS Department, “Plovput” Belgrade

Damir Obad,

Managing Director,

CRUP-Centre for inland navigation development, Zagreb
Sini¥a Spegar,

Advisor for technical issues of navigation,

Secretariat of the Sava Commission

interesting that, although with very poor financial
support of EU, Serbia and Croatia are currently

Figure 1. Chronological development of RIS in Serbia Figure 2. Chronological development of RIS in Croatia

in better position in regard to RIS implementa-
tion on their inland waterways than, for instance,
Romania and Bulgaria, which presents a sort of
peculiar pressure to the EU member countries that,
in a way, lag in RIS implementation. Moreover,
in bilateral cooperation with the countries that
Croatia and Serbia have joint sections of the wa-
tercourses with, they are in a position of partners
that are more developed.

By establishment of the Sava Commission,
activities on development of RIS on the Sava
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INDICATOR OF RIVER KILOMETRES

FORTHE SAVA RIVER

Given the past indicators of river kilometres used in
navigation on the Sava River haven’t always been the
most precise and abounded in terrestrial elements, they still
presented a valuable and necessary data source, since they
have been indicating a possible risks that a skipper could
be exposed to, such as bends, shoals, bridges, bottlenecks,
river structures, etc.

Regarded from a view of development of navigation
on rivers, first substantially complete indicators of rkm
for larger European rivers were developed in mid XVIII
century and all the way to mid XX century they, more
or less, haven’t changed. In pursue to contribute to better
knowledge of the problem, former authors primarily used
the more primitive track records on which they recorded
the most important observations on distances and impos-
ing objects.

What has changed during that period is the increase of
longitude of waterways and expansion of development of
canal systems, which were, jointly with rivers, constitut-
ing a network of navigable waterways. After completion of
the biggest infrastructural works, a need for improvement
and availability of manual, which would be of use for all
relevant players participating in navigational attempts that
involve navigation and safe steering of the vessel in less
known areas, has arisen.

Secretariat of the International Sava River Basin
Commission has identified a need for development of
a completely new, modern and comprehensive Indica-
tor of river kilometres (rkm) for the Sava River and
its navigable tributaries, especially, taking into account
that, so far, a very archaic and inadequate editions, dat-
ing from period of 30’s to 60°s of the XX century, have
been used.

Above all, it’s important to stress that the “Indicator
of river kilometres”, which is used in river traffic, unlike
those used in road and railway traffic, inevitably contains
a more detailed overview of settlements on the waterway
with plenty elements, which are of significance terrestrial
orientation and navigation along the bank line, such as sa-
cred objects, city walls, port facilities, river islands, ferries,
shoals, bridges, etc.

Namely, such an overview is trying to depict, in appro-
priate manner, everything that is of significance to the boat-
masters, as well as to everyone else navigating, in order to
be able to make decisions necessary for safe navigation on
inland waterways at any time.

When, in terms of navigation, we consider such a manu-
al, we cannot forget that terrestrial navigation presents such
a navigation system in which the ship position and other
navigational elements are determined by immediate visual
perception of characteristic natural or artificial bank facili-
ties or by measurement of the waterway depth, and that,
besides the radar navigation, it is still used as a primary
type of navigation on inland waterways.

Taking into account the above mentioned, the Secretariat of
the Sava Commission has approached to development of com-
prehensive and, so far, most profound indicator of tkm with
special attention. This included retrieval of all former editions,
conversations with more experienced professionals for inland
waterways, as well as acknowledgements of all actors, which
are directly or indirectly dealing with construction, marking
and maintenance of the waterways. Likewise all modern tech-
nical achievements have been used, so that river chainages of
each individual element of indicator of rkm could reflect a real
state in space. Of invaluable benefit in a phase of finalization
of indicator of rkm have also been the last activities related
to design of the fairway of the Sava River under which the
problem of double river kilometres, which has been a problem
for decades, is solved.

And finally, we could say this
Indicator of river kilometres, which
could come into view by end of year
2009, will also become a sort of a pilot
that would be of interest for everyone
that navigate along the Sava River for
professional purpose or pleasure. Same
way, the ministries competent for river
traffic of the Parties to the Framework
Agreement on the Sava River Basin re-
sponsible for navigation safety issues
will enrich their libraries of manuals
with this one — a long expected new
edition.

Goran S’ukalo,
Advisor for navigation safety,
Secretariat of the Sava Commission
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COLLECTION AND TREATMENT
OF WASTE FROM THE VESSELS

Establishment of the efficient system for collection and
treatment of waste from the vessels is, surely, very im-
portant element in prevention of pollution from the vessels
in the Sava River Basin, and, as such, presents the integral
part of the Strategy on Implementation of the Framework
Agreement on the Sava River Basin. In this context, the
Sava Commission has intensified activities on development
of draft text of the Protocol on prevention of water pollution
caused by navigation to the Framework Agreement on the
Sava River Basin during past period, which has been adopt-
ed by the Sava Commission and prepared for signing.

One of the most significant factors for implementation of
this Protocol is establishment of network of reception sta-
tions for waste from the vessels in ports on the Sava River,
which would enable the boatmasters to dispose of waste
and, thus, comply with the ban on flinging the waste into
the Sava river waters.

This is why we have been very pleased to get the no-
tice that the Port Office Sisak has built the infrastructure
on the Sisak Port area and, thereby, enabled the reception
and treatment of bilge, oily and domestic waste waters, and
other waste from the vessels as of April 1st 2009.

The reception station is located by the left bank of the Sava
River in Galdovo area (rkm 593+500) and is consisted of the
wharf with appropriate installations and bank infrastructure.
Installations for waste waters reception are standardized in
accordance with the international standards, which are also
stipulated under the Protocol on prevention of water pollu-
tion caused by navigation to the Framework Agreement on the
Sava River Basin. Beside the said function, the wharf also en-
ables the drinking water and power supply for the vessels. The
project is worth around 400,000 EUR, and has been financed
by the state budget assets of the Republic of Croatia.

We should especially outline that the Port Office Sisak is
temporary conducting the waste reception free of charge,
which preludes a question of the financing system for recep-
tion of waste all along the Sava River, which should, defi-
nitely, be regulated in a manner to avoid additional financial
burden to the shippers. Establishment of the efficient financ-
ing system for collection and treatment of waste in the Sava
River Basin will, by all means, be one of the future tasks of

the Sava Commission following the signing of the Protocol

on prevention of water pollution caused by navigation to the
Framework Agreement on the Sava River Basin.

Zeljko Milkovic,

Deputy Secretary for navigation, Secretariat of the Sava Commission

Ivica Steficic,

Director, Port Office Sisak

PoNToon BARBARA

1. ACCEss BRIDGE 4. ELECTRICAL CABINET FOR CONNECTION OF THE SHIP 1

2. CONNECTION FOR SHIP SUPPLY WITH: ON PONTOON BARBARA
A) DRINKING WATER 5. ELECTRICAL CABINET FOR CONNECTION OF THE SHIP 2
B) DRAINAGE OF BILGE AND OILY WATERS ON PONTOON BARBARA

) DRAINAGE OF DOMESTIC WASTE WATERS
3. CONNECTION TO POWER SUPPLY

6. MAIN DISTRIBUTION CABINET WITH COUNTERS FOR
ELECTRICAL CABINETS T AND 2 ON PONTOON BARBARA

No.  PuBLisHED Decisions oF THE Sava CommiIsSION TvPe oF EpimioN

1 Decision 19/08__CLassiFicaTion o THE SAVA River WATERWAY BILINGUAL EDITIONS
Decision 33/07_Rutes on MiNimum MANNING REQUIREMENTS

2 f07_ g BILINGUAL EDITIONS
FOR THE VESSELS ON THE SAVA RIvER BAsIN
Decision 32/07__Rutes on MiNiMum REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ISSUANCE

3 07 ; g BILINGUAL EDITIONS
OF THE BoATMASTERS' LICENSES ON THE SAVA RIVER BASIN

4 Decision 31/07_Rutes For WaTerwAY MaRKING ON THE SAvA River BAsIN | BILINGUAL EDITIONS

5 Decision 30/07__Navication RuLes on THE Sava River Basin

EncLisH EpiTion oNLY

Decision 26/06_DETAILED PARAMETERS FOR

6
WATERWAY CLASSIFICATION ON THE SAVA RiVER

BILINGUAL EDITIONS

Note: BILINGUAL EDITIONS FORM COMBINATION OF ENGLISH VERSION AND ONE OF THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGES OF THE SAVA COMMISSION




OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF THE ISRBC

THE GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM
FORTHE SAVA RIVER BASIN

Summary of the Assessment of the Geographic Information System

Capabilities of the Parties to the Framework Agreement on the Sava River Ba-
sin (FASRB) and the Secretariat of the Sava Commission

ISRBC Parties &
Staheholders

In order to understand what regional Sava River Basin GIS
should deliver, the Secretariat of the Sava Commission
investigated the needs of potential users, both existing us-
ers of GIS and those individuals/organisations not currently
using GIS. In addition, issues of interoperability and com-
patibility between different software packages and existing
web-GIS systems are considered.

The results of the assessment undertaken to investigate
the current use of GIS by the Parties to the FASRB showed
that there is a need for the Sava River Basin GIS system
(Sava River Basin GeoPortal), which cuts across many
themes, delivering up-to-date, consistent information at both
Sava Basin-wide level and as many smaller-area levels as
possible.

The majority of respondents (94%) feel that the Sava
River Basin GeoPortal could provide significantly im-
proved information and communication among the mem-
bers of the Sava Commission. The assessment has also es-
tablished that such a system needs to focus on delivery of a
good quality, region-wide data, with options to view them
on maps (both location maps and thematic maps) in addi-
tion to tables and charts.

The establishment of the Sava River Basin GeoPortal
will allow the users to discover, visualize, share and re-
trieve geographic information and datasets related to the
water resources and water management in the Sava River
Basin. The portal should provide feedback for the refine-
ment of the guidelines and the information for all interested

oy

Publishers

Ficure 1. Sava Commission's WEB GIS PorTat

parties also wanting to be part of the network.

It is also important, among many other issues, for the
Sava GIS to relate to existing national and international wa-
ter management networks in order to create synergy and to
exploit the potentials of any actor involved in best possible
way. Assessment has been made in order to identify which
international networks in water management area are active
in Europe (Water Information System for Europe-WISE,
International Commission for the Protection of the Danube
River-ICPDR, International Commission for the Protection
of the Rhine-ICPR, International Commission for the
Protection of the Elbe River) and to understand their work
and role with aim to establish active links with them.

The Geographic Information System Strategy for the Sava
River Basin (Sava GIS Strategy), adopted by the Sava
Commission, aims to establish an effective and efficient (geo)
information system and spatial data infrastructure that sup-
ports a wide range of water management planning functions
and supporting activities in the Sava Commission, as well as
to ensure that core geospatial information is available for use
in multiple ways for the benefit of the Sava Commission.

The Sava GIS Strategy was prepared as one of the obli-
gations from the FASRB. It is initiated by the Secretariat
of the Sava Commission and Permanent Expert Group
for the River Basin Management (PEG RBM) in order
to improve competitiveness and productivity, promote
equal regional technical and informational opportunities,
and improve the quality of the Sava River Basin manage-
ment and planning through utilization of information and
communication technologies.

The Sava GIS Strategy describes principles intended
to guide the establishment and maintenance of the (geo)
information system and spatial data infrastructure includ-
ing related measures to be taken in the coming five years.
The strategy also takes into account the INSPIRE Directive
(Directive 2007/2/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 14 March 2007 establishing an Infrastructure for
Spatial Information in the European Community) for the
establishment of a European spatial data infrastructure and
WISE (Water Information System for Europe) as a wider
initiative to modernize and streamline the collection and dis-
semination of information related to European water policy.



The umbrella for the SAVA GIS establishment
encompasses:
* Framework Agreement on the Sava River Basin;
* Strategy on implementation of the FASRB
and protocols to the FASRB;
* EU initiative:
- Water Framework Directive,
- INSPIRE,
- Danube River Basin GIS and Water Information
System for Europe (WISE).

The Sava GIS shall provide a good international commu-
nication channels for the Sava River Basin community in
order to share and disseminate information and knowledge
about protection of the water resources and water manage-
ment activities in the basin.

The Sava GIS shall serve wider community of people
dealing with water resources and environmental protection
in their tasks with applications and information services
that conform to the standards proposed by the INSPIRE
legislation, that better streamline the flow of spatial and
non-spatial (tabular) information from national to interna-
tional levels through the definition and adoption of com-
mon data models and standards.

Quality — By ensuring that core water related spatial and
other complementary information needed by the Sava
Commission are available and of adequate quality, the ba-
sic preconditions for widespread data sharing and improved
services will be established.

Cooperation — Through implementation of an effective
management structure that will ensure inter-institutional

UNIQUE LANGUAGE:
ENGLISH AND SAVA OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

WEB ACCESS CONTROLLED BY REGISTRATION WITH
LOGIN/PASSWORD OR WITH DOUBLE CHOICE
(FREE/REGISTRATION) WITH A DIFFERENT DATA SET
FOR EACH CHOICE.

THE PREFERRED DATA ACCESS WAY IS THEMATIC
INDEX AND KEYWORDS.

PRESENCE AND USE OF A DATA CATALOGUE,
BROWSING ALSO BY CATEGORIES AND WITH
MULTI-CRITERIA SEARCH.

LoCAL DOWNLOAD OF DATA

MAPS SUPPORT WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN, SPECIFIC
WATER MANAGEMENT INFORMATION.

CONNECTION TO SERVER, OVERLAY DATA AND CREATE
MAPS WITH LEGEND, NAVIGATE AND INTERROGATE
LAYERS, SAVE STATUS OF WORK, PRODUCE OUTPUTS.

LANGUAGE

SYSTEM ACCESS

DaTa Access

DATA STORAGE
Tasks

MAPS AT INTERMEDIATE SCALE
(1:10.000-50.000, st cHoice 1:25.000)
IN HIGH QUALITY PRINT.

(OVERLAY, SEARCH BY COORDINATES, MEASUREMENT
T0OLS, LEGEND EDITOR, GEOPROCESSING, SPATIAL
ANALYSIS (GEOLOCATION, DEM, BUFFERING, OVERLAY,
INTERPOLATION, VOLUME CALCULATION, GEOCODING).

GAZETTEER, OVERVIEW MAPS, ADDING CARTOGRAPHY
ELEMENTS; ALSO EDIT FEATURES, 3D VIEW.

Qutputs

BASIC FUNCTIONALITIES

ADDITIONAL FUNCTIONALITIES

TaBLE T. SUMMARY OF THE MAIN FUNCTIONALITIES THAT SHOULD BE IMPLEMENTED FOR THE BEST
USE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SAVA COMMISSION AND STAKEHOLDERS CONTRIBUTION

GoaL 1.
PREPARE AND IMPLEMENT
COMMON ISSUES

FIGURE 2. SPECIFIC GOALS
OF THE SAvA GIS

GoaL 4.
DEVELOP INTEGRATED
INFORMATION PRODUCT & DSS

Goat 3.
ENABLE ACCESS AND ESTABLISH GEOPORTAL

coordination of efforts in information sharing, the appro-
priate geospatial data infrastructure that promotes efficient
data compilation and emerge of effective geospatial infor-
mation services will be established.

User satisfaction — The equal availability of geospatial
services in the responsible water management institutions
in the member states of the Sava Commission has to be
achieved, including maintenance, management and dissemi-
nation of water-related geospatial and tabular information.

The measure of success will be the ability of decision mak-
ers to access “stand-alone” or “integrated” spatial and non
spatial data and information in a consistent and easily ac-
cessed format.

There will be a single source for information i.e. simple
venue for retrieving and accessing to the information for the
Sava River Basin stakeholders, user experts and public.

The added value will be the integration — many types of
water sector related data from different national geographic
information systems will be available in a manner consis-
tent with the user requirements.

The methods used to deliver data to the users will evolve
with new technology and optimise benefits from national
public investments in a geospatial infrastructure.

The Sava GIS system will be based on an open design/
standards process and responsive to the user feedback.

The overall challenge of the Sava GIS establishment is to pro-
vide seamless, platform-independent, timely, and open access
to integrated data, products, information, services and tools
with sufficient accuracy and precision in order to address im-
portant water management issues in the Sava River Basin.
Water resources planners and decision makers need
seamless access not only to the information produced by
the efforts of the Sava Commission, but also to the larger
scope of information produced by other national and in-
ternational programs and activities. These users should be
able to focus their attention on the information content of
the data, rather than how to discover, access, and use it.

Secretariat of the Sava Commission

SAVANEwsFLASH

GoaL 2.
COLLECT AND
MANAGE DATA
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EMERGENCY SITUATIONS
IN THE SAVA RIVER BASIN

Rivers bond and disassociate!

A river may present a border between two lands, neigh-
bours, many times they also present borders between na-
tions and countries, but on the other hand, rivers bond.
People have been, for a centuries, building a border cross-
ings and using water, in order to get to the other side, the
other world, for trading purposes, for better country, for
better quality of life on the other side, and sometimes also
because of love. Many times, river crossings are predes-
tined for historic events.

What would happen if Proto-Slavs could not swim
across that Russian river!

As relations in the society have been continuously devel-
oping, people have established rules that regulate mutual re-
lations, and thus led to conclusion of different agreements.
Herewith, a people from opposite banks tried to assess
rules of mutual behaviour in order to mitigate the possible
conflicts, especially those endangering human relations, to
the least possible extent. At the same time, the agreements
are also important for guiding the joint interests. One of the
significant joint interests is protection of the environment,
especially a water protection segment.

Joint interest for protection of the water regime, which
includes not only the water quantity but the quality of wa-

ter and aquatic eco-system as well, has been clearly dem-

onstrated by signing of the Framework Agreement on the
Sava River Basin and, complementary, the establishment
of the Sava Commission. One of the principal tasks of the
Sava Commission is, therefore, development of rules and
recommendations through the respective protocols that
would regulate particular fields of interest having a water
protection as a main goal.

Accordingly, the Sava Commission has, with contribu-
tion of experts from different countries, developed the draft
Protocol on Emergency Situations covering the field of pro-
tection against environmental accidents.

Protocol on Emergency Situations shall apply to:

- prevention of, preparedness for and response to indus-
trial accidents and navigation-related accidents causing or
threatening to cause a transboundary impact, and any other
event resulting from an uncontrolled development involv-
ing hazardous substances causing or threatening to cause
transboundary impact to water regime;

- cooperation among the Parties concerning the mutual as-
sistance, exchange of information, exchange of technol-
ogy and research and development, related to the preven-
tion of, preparedness for and response to such accidents.

By signing of this Protocol, the Parties to the FASRB will
be obliged to take appropriate legislative, regulatory, ad-
ministrative and financial measures for its implementation.
On the basis of the Protocol, the Parties will develop and
implement policies and strategies for reducing a risk of trans-
boundary impacts and improve measures for prevention, pre-
paredness and response, including restoration measures.

In the event of an emergency situation, adequate response
measures shall be taken, as soon as possible, by using the
most efficient practices in order to mitigate and minimize
impacts. One Party may request assistance from other Parties
to resolve the arisen problems in case of emergency situa-
tion. A Party to whom a request for assistance is directed
shall promptly decide whether it is in a position to render
the assistance required and shall indicate the scope and terms
of the assistance. Beside the designation of the competent
authority/authorities, which shall be responsible for imple-
mentation of the Protocol, each Party shall also designate the
operative point of contact for the event of emergency situa-
tion which is available at all times without interruption.

We could say that by implementing the provisions of this
Protocol, the threat of emergency situations will be reduced as
much as possible. On the other hand, when an accident hap-
pens the response of relevant organizations such as police, fire
brigade, institutions responsible for civil protection and all in-
volved experts will be prompt, most effective and in short time.

Quick response decreases negative impact to the
water, water regime and aquatic eco-system.

Samo Groselj,
Deputy Secretary for protection of waters and aquatic
eco-system, Secretariat of the Sava Commission




STAKEHOLDERS'INVOLVEMENT
UNDER THE FASRB IMPLEMENTATION

he implementation of the Framework Agreement to the

Sava River Basin (FASRB) recognizes the importance
of active involvement of different stakeholders, NGOs and
the civil society. Therefore, the FASRB implementation
process is based on principles of openness and transparency
encouraging the participation of the interested parties. The
stakeholders’ involvement level is decided on a case-by-case
basis depending on scope and topic of the relevant process or
activity. By identifying the kind of involvement needed for
each situation under the FASRB implementation, the Sava
Commission intends to ensure both the effective participa-
tion of and contribution from the interested parties and to
enhance their understanding of the different elements related
to the issues originating from the FASRB implementation.
The basic approach of the Sava Commission in stakeholders’
involvement is to promote an open and clear exchange of
views and concerns between all the parties directly responsi-
ble for the implementation of the FASRB and the ones, who
are or may be interested on or affected by it.

Integrated water resources management, in overall man-
ner and on the basin level, considers a very thorough ap-
proach to every individual segment of work and each po-
tential decision that will refer to water resources. Each case
demands consideration of series of interests often confront-
ed and unavoidably strongly connected into causally-effec-
tive chain, in context of unique management of a “natural
good”. Given the scope of demands and inexhaustible list
of interests regarding each request, it is clear that “decision
makers” need to address the other stakeholders for consul-
tations related to each important decision.

Certainly the expert organizations dealing with water
resources management are consulted. Economy depends
on water resources in many ways. Interests for navigation,
usage of water for irrigation, industrial usage of water, de-
velopment of tourism and complementary activities are un-
questionable. Protection of water quality and specific habi-
tats considers active role of organizations and institutions
dealing with environmental protection, preservation and
improvement of environment. Interest of science on differ-
ent levels and in regard to different phenomenon is also
introducing academic institutions into the narrowest list of
stakeholders. Needs for water also refer to a widest public
as stakeholder, at least in segment of needs for drinking
water as the elemental life basis.

Briefly, there are many factors that have and can have
interest to act actively in decision-making process in in-
tegrated water resources management in all Parties to the
FASRB.

In this context, the FASRB stipulates, while maintaining
unique course parallel to the one contained within the EU
Water Framework Directive, the mechanism of public moni-
toring of the FASRB enforcement and methodology on which
basis the regular reporting and public monitoring is done.

Need for extending the stakeholders that will intensively

work on enforcement of the FASRB is also resulting from
its international character, where each individual country
takes over a series of responsibilities which can only be ful-
filled with harmonized and consistent work of many stake-
holders, which beside right on management also have re-
sponsibility to conduct the management according to need
of fair usage of water resources for benefit and well-being
of all population in the region.

Given the said reasons, the Sava Commission will develop
respective paper on informing, consulting and participation of
stakeholders in the coming period. Realization of this paper
will make all necessary data and information available to the
interested stakeholders needed for creation of preliminary, op-
erational and main projects, expert papers, licenses and so on.

Ljiljana Pandzié,
Expert Associate, Secretariat of the Sava Commission
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